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first Christmas Caro] ever heard in the world astonished ae 


The Very 


9 thou- ie 
Band Years agg. WY fields near Bethlehem, almost oo 


“And suddenly there was with the angel @ malta” : 
of heavenly hosts, praising God and saying: Oe 


7 td diet 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will tom : 


en ring the heavenly music of that first Christmas, men ae - 
ts been trying to express the wonder and joy of Christma | 
gh music, in the songs that have become our Christmas Carols: 


ADESTE FIDELIS oe 


This is one of the oldest Christmas Carols we know. It was chanted, in ee 
Latin, by the monks of the Middle Ages at their Christmas services. 
It is believed to have been written by St. Bonaventure, an associate of 
St. Francis of Assisi, who began the custom of the Christmas crib in | 
Greccio, Italy, back in 1223, . Fa : i 


This was a display of the Nativity scene, in which St. Francis used 
real people and live animals to show Christ’s birth in the stable. The 
crowds who came to see this scene were asked to join in the singing, 
and so St. Francis was the father of our custom of singing Christmas 


Carols together. 


GOD REST YE MERRY, GENTLEMEN 


If you have read Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol”, you will re- 
member that this song is a Christmas tradition in England. However, 
it is not English, but Welsh. The people of Wales love to sing, and have 


given us many fine songs, such as “Deck the Halls”, and “All Through 
the Night,” 
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SILENT NIGHT 


one Christmas Eve as he was returning to his church from a sick call. 
It was a beautiful, starry night in the mountains of Austria. Rev. Mohr 
had music on his mind that night, for mice had got into the church 
organ, and chewed up the bellows that pumped air through the pipes. 
There would be no music in church for Christmas Day. 


Thinking of this, and struck with the beauty of the night, words began 

to come inte his mind—“Silent night, holy night; all is calm, all is 

bright .. .” Itseemed like'a wonderful song for Christmas, if it could be 
set to music, But how could they play it in church next day? 


Rey. Mohr happened to be passing the home of Franz Gruber, the 
__ church organist and also the village schoolteacher. On an impulse, the 
__ priest went in to talk about his problem of music for Christmas, and also 
_ to show him the words he had written. Gruber liked the words, and 
_ puzzled over how to present this song—or any song—in a church with- 
out an organ. Then he had an idea! 


SPT] write this song for the guitar! And we'll sing it in church to the 
~ guitar!” | | 


. Rey. Mohr had never heard of a guitar being played in church but 
| already Franz Gruber was writing down the music of “Silent Night” 
for the guitar, and in less than an hour he was finished. 


. On that Christmas Day in 1818, he and the priest sang it for the first 
_ timeto the music of a guitar, and it has spread all over the world since. 


1 SAW THREE SHIPS A-SAILING 


‘This Carol tells of seeing Jesus and Mary arriving in Bethlehem by ship, 
which is strange, because Bethlehem is surrounded by land! The ex- 
planation is that this was a favorite Christmas song of sailors, in the 
‘time of Columbus. Being sailors, they probably thought that they might 
well have a Christmas song about ships! 


The words of this Carol came to a Catholic priest, Rev. Joseph Mohr, 
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Mis Caro THE TWELVE DAO CHEE 

Wa very de hably more fim to sing than any other Christe oe 
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© Ov “id Kenney, one of the finest young singers from our 50th 


The _ G00D KING WENCESLAS . 
bore Cae for this song were written in 1853 to the tune of 42 0 
. “8 Varol, The story it tellsis based on the life of a real perso” ee 
a) cia who was King of Bohemia (now a part of Czechos! 


vakia), in the Tenth Century, He was well-loved for his gifts ee 


poor on St. Stephen’s Day, the day after Christmas, as told in the 


WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
This Carol is sung to the tune “Greensleeves” which was a popular song 
in England in the Sixteenth Century and is still being sung today. The 
words were a popular cradle song of about that time. 


HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 


Charles Wesley, brother of the founder of Methodism, was a preacher 
and also a great writer of hymns for that Church. On Christmas morn- 
ing in 1739, the joyful church bells were ringing all over the English 
countryside, and they reminded Wesley of the voices of the angels as 
they sang on the first Christmas day. Immediately he sat down and, 
in a very short time, composed the song that is one of our most popular 
Carols. We sing it now to the music composed by the great Felix 
Mendelssohn, 


GUARDIAN ANGELS 


The music for this modern Carol, made famous by the late Mario 
Lanza, was written by a comedian and also a fine musician—Harpe 
Marx, the brother of Groucho. You may have seen him in the old Marx 
Brothers movies, playing the harp that gave him his nickname. 
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ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH - 


“This is the very fivat Chr istmas hymn of the Church. In the year 129, 
“Telesphorous, the Bishop of Rome, ordered that this “ ‘Angel’s Hymn” 
ha sung at Christmas. It has been sung for 1,631 Christmases since 


then—more than any other Christmas song we know! 


_ THE MESSIAH 


oe This ta not a aCe) bal. a doen “ovatorio” thati is played and sung every- 

where every Christmas, in churches, concert halls, on radio and tele- 
vitor Ae oratorio is a piece of music designed to be sung hy soloists 
and a big chorus, with full orchestra and an organ. 


: The Messiah M (Savior) 18 ‘one, of the greatest oratorios ever written, 


nd to the composer it seemed thathe was inspired by God, for he wrote: | 


ou _ that 7 did see all before me, and the Great God 


= he tr ened iupaton, came in 1741 to a poor barber’s son, 

George Frederick Handel, who had dreamed all his life of writing gr eat 

music. Iteameto himin a cold London flat, when he was bankrupt, half 

: _ paralyzed, and in despair. For 22 days and nights he worked on his 
= _ masterpiece, seldom eating or sleeping, and brought into the world the 
= greatest piece of Chr istmas music ever written. 


- Ttishard to imagine a Christmas without these Carols, but there tas a 
_ time when it was forbidden to sing them! 


This was during the Reformation, when the Puritans thought it was 


bad to have fun at Christmas time. Even Christmas Day itself was 

| officially abolished by them during the Seventeenth Century! They 

= thought it was too serious a time for feasting and singing. 

ae Now, of course, we think differently, and we celebrate this happy time _ 
with the songs, some very old, some recent, that tell the story of Christ's a 
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